
 
 

 

 

Memorandum of Understanding: Substituting Office Compost Pickup  
for Desk-side Recycling/Trash Pickup  

Participating in office compost is a way to earn points through the Waste and Recycling pillar of 
the Green Office Program. However, there are different solutions depending on what type of 
building you’re located in (AHEC owned and operated or institutionally owned and operated). 
This guide discusses those options and presents an MOU for those seeking to move forward 
with compost in an AHEC-owned building. 

AHEC-Owned and Operated Buildings: Because compost is a new waste stream not 
currently serviced by our AHEC custodial team, and because the capacity of our custodial team 
is already fully maximized, adding a new waste service (compost pickup) necessitates the 
sacrifice of desk-side waste and recycling pickup. Most U.S. college campuses that add 
compost as a third waste stream service across campus cease their desk-side pickup. The 
reasons are two-fold: 1) It’s infeasible for custodial staff to service everyone’s desk-side unit 
AND pick up a third stream, as well, 2) research suggests that when people have to bring their 
desk side trash to a common area to dispose of it, they pay more attention to how they’re 
sorting their waste.  This does not mean the deskside bins are removed, it means individual 
employees are responsible for taking their deskside bins to a common area to empty them. 

If all employees in your office agree to empty their own deskside recycling and trash 
bins, AHEC Custodial will pick up/service one centrally-located compost bin from your 
office common space. You must sign the MOU on the back of this sheet and return it to 
GreenOffices@ahec.edu to activate this service. This is to ensure that all office mates 
understand and agree to the change and so that Custodial has a record of offices 
participating in the compost program.    

Offices Without Common Areas/Sinks or Offices With Only Partial Enthusiasm for 
Compost:  

If your office does not have a common area (aka only has desk side), you will probably need to 
pursue a unique solution (ie: is there a compost bin elsewhere in your building you can add your 
compost to?). If your entire office won’t agree to the MOU and there is a nearby receptacle or 
dumpster, we can provide willing participants with small 1-gallon lidded containers and help you 
identify a nearby receptacle to dump your compost. Please reach out to 
GreenOffices@ahec.edu for guidance and troubleshooting. 

Institutionally-Owned Buildings: The ASCP is run through AHEC and we do not work with or 
have any influence over the contracted custodial staff for institutionally-owned buildings.  In the 
past, some offices have pursued third-party compost services such as Scraps Compost or the 
Denver Compost Collective. Below are some price quotes we’ve received from those two 
sources. If you’d like to pursue this option, you’ll need to work independently to do so, but the 
ASCP will offer support and guidance as best we can!  
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• Scraps Compost 
 

o All rates are monthly (for 16 gallon bins with a charcoal filter), and if you decide 
to pursue this you might partner with other offices in that building to get a lower 
rate.  
 1 bin 2x/week = $110/month  
 2 bins 2x/week = $130/month 
 4 bins 2x/week = $165/month 

 
• Denver Compost Collective.    

 

 

This Memorandum of Understanding is intended to detail the agreement between (office 
name) ________________________________________, AHEC Custodial and the Auraria 
Sustainable Campus Program.  
 

By signing our names below, we, the employees working in ________________ (Building and 
Room #) agree to empty our own desk side trash and recycling bins into a common area 
receptacle. We agree to be diligent in doing so (it is suggested that you empty your receptacles 
2-3x per week, more so if needed) to avoid pest and odor issues. In exchange, we have 
installed a compost bin in a common area and it will be serviced by AHEC Custodial.  If either 
party fails to uphold their end of this agreement (ie: overflowing deskside bins or un-serviced 
compost bins) more than two times, the agreement may be revoked. The ASCP encourages 
you to get to know your building’s custodian(s) so that you can troubleshoot these issues 
directly, but any issues can be reported to the AHEC Custodial Team . We’re all on the same 
One Auraria team and want to work together to make this initiative successful and feasible for 
all involved! 

 

 

 

 

https://scrapsmilehigh.com/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdenvercompostcollective.com%2fsign-up-for-collection%2f&c=E,1,Gn5Jj4cpXPECiS7U1mt1qOxgb1038pcyIaDC9YIX9Tyrx9dl90M0DLR0JvK_buXfuujM6ZRa9wIGff-5b2uRSKmLorVlu5DG_fFBI6rIzUAZEIt5H6jbh_8vBQ,,&typo=1

